Name _________________________________________________ Period_____________

Writing Proficiency Overview

Types of Essays

On the Writing Proficiency Exam, you will be required to write on two topics, Topic A and Topic B.  There are two types of essays that frequently appear on the writing proficiency exam.

1. _____________________________ essays
These essays ask the writer to explain a topic.  Writers are expected to give information on a particular topic.  Writers might be asked to explain how something works, or why something happens.  Writers might also be asked to compare and contrast two subjects, or describe a process. 

EXAMPLE:  An old saying states there is “beauty in simplicity.”  Discuss important steps you can take to simplify your life.

2. _____________________________ essays

These essays ask the writer to try to convince the reader to agree with the writer’s point of view. These essays should include a claim and support (evidence and examples) to that claim. These essays should be fairly formal in tone.

EXAMPLE:  “It’s not what you know, but who you know that counts.”  Argue for or against this statement.  Provide reasons for your point of view.

Practice identifying the prompts as (E) expository or (P) persuasive.
Holistic Rubric
Each of your essays will be assigned an overall score of ________ to __________.

Two graders will grade each essay, and the two scores will be averaged together.

The two averages added together must add up to a __________ or higher.

Examples:

	
	Topic A
	Topic B

	Scorer #1
	4
	3

	Scorer #2
	4
	4

	Average
	4
	3.5

	TOTAL SCORE
	4  +  3.5  = 7.5 = PASS




	
	Topic A
	Topic B

	Scorer #1
	3
	3

	Scorer #2
	3
	4

	Average
	3
	3.5

	TOTAL SCORE
	3  +  3.5  = 6.5 = FAIL




Look at the scores for Mystery Student Pete and Mystery Student Pam.  Decide if Pete and Pam passed or failed their writing proficiency exams.

	PETE
	Topic A
	Topic B

	Scorer #1
	4
	4

	Scorer #2
	4
	3

	Average
	
	

	Total Score
	

	PAM
	Topic A
	Topic B

	Scorer #1
	3
	3

	Scorer #2
	4
	3

	Average
	
	

	Total Score
	


Writing Traits

Even though the NHSPE in Writing is evaluated using a holistic rubric, the holistic rubric includes the writing traits.
1.
__________________________________= the main message and purpose
· Focused and developed
· Includes details that matter (examples, observations, information)
· Interesting and clear
2.
__________________________________=the manner in which the ideas are arranged
· Inviting introduction
· Thoughtful transitions

· Clear sequence and good pacing

· Organization fits the message and purpose (cause/effect, chronological order, etc.)

· No irrelevant details

· Satisfying conclusion
3.
__________________________________=the way that the writer expresses self
· Shows personality and commitment to topic
· Writing sounds natural and authentic

· Includes specific and lively words the fit the purpose and message
4. 
__________________________________=the mechanical correctness

· Correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar/usage, and paragraphing

· Errors should not impede meaning

· Utilizes a variety of sentence (simple, compound, and complex)

· Sentences are combined correctly
For each of the scenarios listed, identify the problems as being related to I (ideas), O (organization), V (voice), and C (conventions).
Score This!

The two essays that follow were written in response to the prompt below:

In international academic tests, sometimes American students do not score well in comparison to students from some other countries.  If you could make changes to the American system of education to provide a better education for students, what changes would you make and why?

After reading the essays, use the rubric to score them in terms of ideas, organization, voice, conventions, and overall.

ESSAY 1

It is discouragung that sometimes Americans do not score as well on tests as people from a foreign country.  This problem needs to be addressed.  If I could make changes to the American school system, first I would make the school day longer.  Americans have become lazy, we go to school for six hours a day, have hardly any homework, and then still complain about it.  Were in many countries, kids go to school for twice that, and still help out at home.


The second change I would make is the work.  Many teachers don’t teach, they simply hand out some busy work and put their feed up for the day.  If a teacher is going to five out work then it should be worth the effort, something more than a crossword puzzle.  I have been in classes where we did absolutely nothing, which leads me into my next point.  


Teachers should like their job and kids.  If someone doesn’t like what they are doing, especially in a teaching career, ten they shouldn’t be doing it at all.  If we had teachers that liked their jobs then we would have a much more positive learning environment.

	Ideas
	Organization
	Voice
	Conventions
	Overall

	
	
	
	
	


ESSAY 2

The American Students do not do well on tests compared to other countries is because the teaching is not tought well, and the students do not work hard on the work given to them.


If I could do some change’s to the way tests are made and teaching abilities are given I would first of all give the teachers some sudjestions  on how they are doing teaching ability, and to the stardared curriculum.  

The government and teachers preshur the students.  If we were not preshured, I do think the American students will be more into learning and therefor test results would be better.


Other countries have harsher, longer schooling and are basicly preshured in passing, so they do learn more than Americans.


If America would help the students better in school, then the American student test result’s would be better!

	Ideas
	Organization
	Voice
	Conventions
	Overall

	
	
	
	
	


Essay 3


Frist of all, I wode like to ask the system of education to get are school some newer books.  Because the book we have now are to old and theres newer things going on in the would every day.  And also good and beter teachers because some teachers tell as to do Dictionary work and wear learning nating form that or if they give as a worksheet and there not explaing to use how to do it.  We need teachers that can explaing things to as if we don’t get it, of if we need help with something and saff like that.  And we also need beter Food so we can think beter and have a good meal so we can be full fo the day.

	Ideas
	Organization
	Voice
	Conventions
	Overall

	
	
	
	
	


Essay 4


What is the goal of an education?  Should the student be taught countless facts or should the student be taught how to think for themselves?  After all, that is the goal of a democracy:  government for the people, which is only possible with a population that can think for themselves.

In keeping with the concept of thinking for oneself, should education be compulsory? The schools are filled with kids who don’t want to be there, who do nothing but get in the way of the kids who do not want to learn.  After 8th grade, it should be the kids’ choice.  If they leave, the real world will quickly teach them that they should reconsider their choice.  And suddenly they will be motivated!


Motivation is another issue.  There has been great emphasis on making school fun and building self-esteem.  Well, the real world is not always fun and warm and fuzzy!  Kids need to be taught to deal with adversity.  If they are having difficulty, rather than making it easier for them, they should step up to the plate and put some work into it!


We also need to stop treating kids as cookie-cutter copies.  I have been labeled “gifted” and have fought continuously for 10 years to make the system work for me.  Kids are unique.  


Clearly much needs to be done.  But with good leadership, these goals can be reached.

	Ideas
	Organization
	Voice
	Conventions
	Overall

	
	
	
	
	


